Thurles Golf Club U18 Junior Policy
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Introduction:

Thurles Golf club is committed to ensuring the sport of golf is one within which
all participants can thrive and flourish in a safe environment and that all
children and young people have an enjoyable, safe and positive experience
when playing golf.

Thurles golf club aims to encourage and grow Junior golf within the club and in
so doing provide junior golfers with the opportunity to develop their golfing
skills, enjoy the game and make friends.

Thurles Golf Club recognise the importance of developing Junior golf and
therefore Juniors will be encouraged to compete and their achievements will
be recognised.

Thurles Golf club U18 Junior policy has been derived from the Golf Ireland U18
Junior golf policy.



(1) Junior Categories/Membership:

e AlJunior/Juvenile member shall not be aged less than 7 years or more
than 18 years

e Junior Fee: 7-13 yrs. 90 euro.

e Juvenile fee:14-18 yrs. 90 euro.

e Fees will be reviewed annually.

(2) Course privileges:

e Junior competitions will be held on Wednesday mornings during the
holiday periods, tees reserved from 9-11 am. (list of dates published
annually).

e These competitions will be supervised by the Club PGA and /or his
appointed assistants/volunteers.

e Junior rights on the course will cease at 18.00 hours each day.
Thereafter they must give way to all members unless playing with a
parent/relative who is a member of the golf club. This restriction does
not apply to Juveniles with a senior handicap.

e No booking by Juniors will be allowed between 5pm and 6.30pm from
May 1% to September 30" on weekdays.

e Juniors are not permitted to book times on Tuesdays (Ladies’ Day)
during competition times.

e Juniors may book times on the BRS from 2.45 pm to 3.30 pm on Tuesday
afternoons from April to October, they are also permitted to book into
members time on Tuesdays from 1pm —2pm.

e Juniors will not be permitted to play at any time during the day while
major competitions or open days are running.

e Juniors must give way to ladies playing Tuesday competitions at all
times.

e Juniors must start play from the first tee box only and bear in mind at all
times that full members have right of way. Juniors may be allowed start
from another tee box on Wednesday mornings under the direction of
the Club PGA only.



Juniors (without a senior handicap) are not permitted to play on Sundays
or Thursdays while competitions are still in progress or competitors have
yet to commence.

Some BRS times may be booked for Juniors on Sundays by the Junior
Committee. This will be determined annually by the committee.

Juniors must adhere to course etiquette and Junior dress Code at all
times on the course and in the clubhouse.

When appointed the course ranger will be instructed to request persons
not adhering to the dress code to leave the course. Any such decision of
the course ranger will be fully supported by the men’s committee.

All Junior members have access to the BRS. Juniors must have a senior
handicap to book a slot on the BRS during competition times.

Clubhouse:

Juniors/Juveniles as club members are permitted to be in the Restaurant
and may partake of food and non-alcoholic drinks. They are prohibited
to purchase or the attempted purchase of alcoholic beverages. Any
breaches will be treated seriously by the governing body.

(2) Etiquette:

Course Etiquette:

Please be on time for your allotted tee time.

Remain quiet when your fellow golfers are hitting their shots.

Always put a mark on your ball to identify it.

Maintain a good pace while playing your round.

If you are not ready to hit your shot, encourage your fellow players to hit
their shot if safe to do so.

If you lose one complete hole, please allow players behind you to go
through.

If you lose a ball, while you can take the 3 minutes to look for it
according to the rules of golf, you should allow those behind you to go
through. To make it easier to find a ball, always watch your playing
partner when they are taking a shot.



If your ball or your playing partners ball is at risk of hitting another golfer
on the course you must shout “fore” loudly.

Please do not bring you caddy car onto the greens or tee boxes.
Please position your caddy car that will enable you to move swiftly to
the next hole.

Do not cut in on a hole on the course.

Players must ensure they do not damage the course in any way.
Please replace divots.

Please bring a sand bag and use sand to replace divots as necessary.
Please take care on the greens and repair pitch marks.

Please rake the bunkers after every entry and replace the rake
appropriately.

Mobile phones should be on silent if possible.

BRS Rules:

Please adhere to the BRS rules on the day (maximum number on line).
If playing with a guest please ensure that your guest is entered on the
line. Fee to be paid before play commences.

When booking on a line please ensure that there is a minimum of 2
juniors/juveniles on the line.

Juniors /juveniles will be identified on the BRS with JU after the name.
Pease ensure all names are entered on the BRS.

Clubhouse Etiquette:

Junior members are permitted into the club restaurant area to partake
in food and non- alcoholic beverages.

Please be respectful of all members when using these facilities.

Please adhere to the junior dress code when in the restaurant area.

Safety:

Please be aware of water hazards and avoid them if possible.

Do not attempt to retrieve golf balls from the water to avoid the danger
of falling in.

Always wash your hands after playing golf.



Prior to making your golf swing, please ensure that no one is in the way.
Please be careful when hitting your ball, ensure the golfers ahead and
the course staff are out of the way.

If your ball is approaching other players on the course, you must shout
FORE.

Please use the tunnel to cross over from the first nine holes.

When in the car park please take care and avoid running.

(4) Dress code for Juniors:

Course:

Appropriate foot wear — golf shoes.

Smart Casual clothing/tailored shorts.

Appropriate clothing for wet/cold weather.

Appropriate clothing/hat in warm weather to protect from the sun.

Clubhouse:

Smart casual clothing.

Footwear worn on the course should be removed/changed when in the
clubhouse.

Remove hats in the clubhouse.

(5) Junior Convenor:

Thurles Golf Club Junior Convenor is appointed to develop both junior boys
and junior girls’ golf in the club. The Convenor is a member of the Junior
Committee in Thurles Golf Club.

The Junior Convenor is supported by the Junior Committee in Thurles Golf Club
for the development of Junior golf within the club. The membership of the
club is actively encouraged to support the Junior section of the club. Junior
Golf is placed as an agenda item on both the men’s and ladies committee
meetings.



(6) Junior Committee:

(6.1) The Junior Committee is committed to supporting the Junior members in
the club. The following roles are carried out by the committee representatives:

Junior Convenor, secretary, coaching, treasury, competitions/handicaps, Junior
representative, parent representative.

The committee has a programme in place to support Juniors which includes
the following;

Juniors will be registered on the centralised database of handicaps once they
become a playing member of the club, irrespective of whether they have
acquired a world handicap system (WHS) handicap index or not. All Juniors will
be encouraged and enabled to obtain a WHS handicap index.

(6.2) Fixtures: Junior competitions will be held on Wednesday mornings
during the holiday periods, tees will be reserved from 9-11am.

Some coaching will be provided by the club PGA on Wednesday mornings. We
encourage Juniors to partake in these sessions.

Golf Irelands Junior framework will be implemented as much as possible.

Some Junior fixtures may be held on Sunday afternoons. This will be
determined by the Junior Committee and published annually.

A fixture list will be published annually for the Junior members. This will be
communicated through the newsletter and posted on the Junior notice board.

Interclub competitions will be encouraged when possible.

(6.3) U18 Junior Boys

Juniors/Juveniles who do not have a senior handicap, may not participate in
any senior Competitions.



Junior boys with a handicap index of 19.9 or less will have the opportunity to
compete in and win men’s competitions in Thurles golf club.

Junior boys with a handicap index in excess of 19.9 will have the opportunity to
compete in nominated 9- & -18-hole competitions during the year.

Thurles golf club can designate 6 competitions that boys with a WHS handicap
of 19.9 or less are restricted from wining first and second prize only. These
competitions will be determined by the men s committee and communicated
annually to the Junior committee.

If the time sheet cannot accommodate all adult members to play in a major
competition, juniors with a handicap index less than 19.9 may be restricted
from playing in that competition.

All scores must be recorded accurately and in accordance with the rules of
Golf. Failure to comply will be treated as a breach of rules and be fully
investigated and dealt with in accordance with the findings.

Thurles Golf Club will publish and display prizes which boys are eligible to win.

(6.4) U18 Junior Girls

Junior girls who do not have a senior handicap, may not participate in any
senior competitions.

All Junior girls with a WHS handicap index of 39.9 or less will be allowed to
have the opportunity to compete in and win women s competitions in Thurles
Golf Club.

Junior Girls with WHS handicap in excess of 39.9 will have the opportunity
to compete in nominated 9-&-18, hole competitions during the year.

Thurles Golf Club can designate 6 competitions that girls with a WHS handicap
index of 39.9 or under are restricted from winning first and second prize only.
These competitions will be determined by the ladies committee annually and
communicated to the Junior committee.

If the time sheet cannot accommodate all adult members to play in a major
competition, Juniors with a handicap index less than 39.9 may be restricted
from playing in that competition.



All scores must be recorded accurately and in accordance with the rules of golf.
Failure to comply will be treated as a breach of rules and will be fully
investigated and dealt with in accordance with the findings.

Thurles Golf Club will publish and display prizes which girls are eligible to win.

(6.5) Communication

The junior notice board is in the hallway opposite the squash courts, this will
display some important information, fixtures and results

A list of the Committee members/roles will be posted on the Junior notice
board.

Contact details of the Junior Convenor, Club Children’s Officer and the
Designated Liaison Person are available from the office.

If you have an issue that requires attention you can also email the office.

The club newsletter is published throughout the year, this will also contain
some information for juniors and will be emailed to you.

Junior members are encouraged to communicate with Committee members.

A Junior member will be given the opportunity to represent the Juniors on the
Junior Committee.

A copy of this Junior policy will be displayed on the Junior notice board and
available in the office.

(7) Safeguarding

Golf Ireland’s Safeguarding policy document is underpinned by the national
policy and legislation, in the republic of Ireland, Children First national
Guidance for the protection and welfare of children 2017 and the
requirements under the Children first Act 2015 and in Northern Ireland-the
children (NI) Order and Cooperating to the safeguarding Children and young
people 2017.



In addition to the above Thurles Golf Club:

Have carried out a risk assessment and have a Child Safeguarding
Statement.

The Safe Guarding Statement is displayed on the Junior Notice board.
Have completed appropriate garda vetting checks. A list is maintained in
the office.

Appointed a Club Children’s Officer and Designated Liaison Person.
Codes of conduct are signed annually.

Appropriate safeguarding training is attended by Junior Committee
members/volunteers and PGA. A list is maintained in the office.

A recruitment process is in place for members.

Safeguarding procedures are communicated appropriately.

Sport Irelands Safeguarding Audit Framework is completed.

Thurles Golf Club safeguarding policy is available from the office.

Procedure for a junior member to report breaches of Golf Ireland Junior
Policy.

Highlight the breach to the Club Junior Convenor and request them to
address it with the appropriate committee.

Highlight the breach to your parent/guardian and request them to also
raise the issue with the appropriate committee.

Procedure for an adult member to report breaches of Golf Ireland junior
policy.

Refer the breach to the Club Junior Convenor and the appropriate
committee. Preferably in writing and seeking a response

If the appropriate committee fail to agree or should the parent
/guardian be dissatisfied with the response from the committee, the
issue should be referred to the Regional Executive.

If the issue remains unsolved, it shall be forwarded to the golf Ireland
National Junior Development Committee who will work in conjunction
with the board. The bord decision will be final and sanctions may apply.



This Policy will be reviewed in April 2026.

“Life is better when you’re golfing” Arnold Palmer.



